
 

 

 

  

Our compassion fuels justice for all. Love each other as I have loved you. 
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Our readings today speak of journey and vision.  To paraphrase, ‘Be holy, for I, the 

Lord, your God, knitted you from the womb in my image and likeness.  Therefore, 

you shall not bear hatred towards your brother and sister.  You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ 

 

St Paul’s recognizes the sacredness of creation.  He understands mankind as a 

temple for God’s Spirit within.  That sacredness is easily understood by anyone 

holding a newborn.   

 

Fr. Jim O’Leary enjoyed telling stories of family for he knew God was at work 

there.  In one story, while visiting family for a baptism, he walked past the living 

room where his niece motioned for quiet.  She gestured an invitation for Jim to join 

her as she nursed her newborn.  Fr. O’Leary recalled the profound intimacy 

between them.  Mother and child looked at each other with trust, abandon, and 

love.  With awareness, Fr. Jim, understood that this was the way that God looks 

upon us.   He would later write what a profound gift these moments and insight 

were.    In Jim O’Leary style, he smiled and said, “God is just crazy in love with 

us.”  God celebrates his Sacred Creation with us. 

 

As I am writing, there are two deer outside my window.  They are pawing through 

the morning snow to graze for acorns and grass.  They look up and we share a 

moment.  What gift there is to look upon the world and see the interconnectedness 

of life and our relationship to it.  Our awareness of a Sacred Creation is a spiritual 

journey; an awakening of awe and wonder to something outside and within. 

 

That awareness can be an ever deepening progression across a single lifetime or in 

the case of our collective humanity, thousands of years.   



An example of this progression is quoted in today’s Gospel, “An eye for an eye 

and a tooth for a tooth.” This text was found as early as the 18th century B.C.E.  It 

was part of the moral code of the Babylonian ruler, Hammurabi.  As recorded in 

Leviticus, this code was a moral advance over the custom of blood vengeance that 

exacted a greater price than the wrong.  Drawing from Leviticus, Jesus suggests 

that even this more humane form of justice falls short.  Jesus is nudging 

humanity’s thought and progression forward. 

 

To look on the world as a Sacred Creation we must acknowledge every human 

being as formed in God’s image and likeness.  Knowing this, how we act can 

affirm another’s dignity as a child of God.  Jesus asks us to go beyond ourselves 

maturing our faith and love.  By loving those around us, we teach them to love.   

 

Many within the St Tom’s community understand and live out the concept of a 

Sacred Creation.  We recognize the need to honor the gifts of creation as they are 

of God.  Therefore, we care for the environment as good stewards.  We recognize 

our shared humanity and have the courage to be unsettled and disturbed by racial 

injustice.   Social justice is another name for love.  That is what Jesus asks of us in 

our Gospel today.   He introduces humanity to a social justice far beyond, “An eye 

for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” 

 

Humankind has the unique ability to feel compassion for those outside the 

immediate family and community.  Compassion is possible because we recognize 

each other as equals making life’s journey.   Our compassion is the foundation for 

mankind’s hope and promise.  The abolitionist preacher, Theodore Parker, said: 

“The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends towards justice.”  Our 

compassion is assurance that justice will ultimately prevail.   



As I grow older, I tire more easily.  I weary of talking heads and sandbox disputes 

over power and possession in the guise of something other.  I grow weary of 

society being chronicled as a box of broken crayons.  We are so much more than 

that.  We are part of a Sacred Creation.  Sometimes we forget that. 

 

Allow me to introduce a shift in thinking.  The commandments that we hear of in 

today’s readings, are not meant to be tools of judgment.  Rather they are an 

invitation to see and experience the sacredness of creation.  We accept that 

invitation by putting the needs of family and community ahead of our own.  In 

loving, we discover profound connections to the Author of all Love.  The invitation 

to love, to exercise compassion, brings us to the fruit of our journey, joy. 

 

In John’s Gospel, Jesus explains; “If you keep my commands, you will remain in 

my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.  I have 

told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  My 

command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John 15:10-12 

 

When we go beyond ourselves in service to creation and one another we are 

threads of a far greater love.  That is our joy and experience of God with us.  God’s 

sacred presence is here and now.  It is an invitation to journey, to feel compassion; 

learning to love as God loves.   Again, we teach others to love by loving them. 

 

This community has every reason to gather and celebrate. In our gathering we 

share our laughter and stories of joy and burden.  God is with us in all of our noise 

and messiness.  And so, as in the time of Jesus, in the breaking of bread, we share a 

meal.   
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I welcome your questions and comments. My email is fsila@sttomskazoo.org.  

 

 

Three Afterthoughts: 
On Monday, Feb 6th the New York Times reported a 7.8 magnitude earthquake in Syria and Turkey.  

On Saturday Feb 18, over 46,000 have died.  The following is a reader comment:   

 

“The irony of the human condition. Nations will rush to provide assistance to the earthquake victims. 

While many of the victims were already victims of wars and hatreds no one rushed to solve 

peacefully. How glorious and how terrible we are.” – Charlie 

 

 

Reverend James O’Leary 10/23/1935 – 2/3/2023 
“To do great deeds in life is not enough. We must be great people. We must use our capacity for 

intimacy. We must be open to close friendships. In a word, we must be good at “loving.”  

Loving is the power we have to be most like God. 

 

In the end, I think our lives will be measured on the quality of our human relationships. This is where 

we must put our energies and efforts. At the end of our lives, we will see clearly that everything else 

is piffle.”  

 

 

From Fr. Don Talafous quoting a reader 02/09/2023 on exclusion and how others understand 
Eucharist. 
Recently I attended a funeral in a Catholic church. The order of service stated that if you are not a 

practicing Catholic you are not allowed to receive communion, but you can come to the priest for a 

blessing. That was repeated before communion. I certainly did not want a blessing from the same 

person who excludes me from the table. I am an ordained Presbyterian Minister. Whenever I 

celebrate the eucharist I state, "It is not a Presbyterian table, Catholic table, or Lutheran table; it is 

the Lord's table and anyone who believes is welcome." Jesus gave the bread and wine to Judas and 

to the Jewish disciples. We all believe in the same Jesus, same Father, same Trinity, and the same 

Sacrament. I reject exclusionary dogma and theology and will stick with Jesus, breaking bread with 

sinners and welcoming anyone to his table.  
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